29 / 1 1 08 Here is our special Christmas issue of SGP compiled from the pieces you have
sent in. Every contributor was entered into a draw to win an  Asus miniBook B
kindly donated by RM, and the prize went to Dorothy Wood, ICT Coordinator at

0
Upminster Infant School in the London Borough of Havering.
rls as Congratulations to Dorothy and many thanks to everyone who contributed !

Advent Calendar in Power Point - from Barbara Calvert

There is a template to make a PowerPoint advent calendar on the Primary
Resources website at:

http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/topic/topic3.htm#christmas
[Choose - Advent Calendar Template (Deb Cadman) from the right hand column
on the page to download the template.]

| used this template with Key Stage 2 children in ICT during the second half of the
autumn term. | gave them the first page and asked them to make Christmas

Sitith 594 o ho o BNy related pictures for the numbers to hyperlink to. At first | only allowed them to use
Christmas basic shapes for the pictures. As their advent calendars grew, | gradually allowed
them to include animations, sounds and their own hyperlinks to their graphics.

The exercise produced a range of results. Inevitably some children did not get
theirs finished, whilst others needed encouraging to add more exciting effects to
their work. But, without exception, all the children enjoyed this task.

The first time | used it was with Year 3/4 children. They worked in pairs to create
one page. Afterwards the more able worked on a second page until all the pages
were complete. We then used the finished project in an assembly for the parents,
who were most impressed with their childrenOs ICT skills.

| used it with Y5/6 children last year and they worked individually to produce a
whole calendar each. At first they doubted that that they could create lots of
different pictures using only the auto-shapes, but | explained that using clipart was
too easy an option for them and they soon learned what diverse scenes could be
made up from basic shapes. See what you think. [Some of BarbaraOs childrenOs
images are also scattered throughout the rest of this SGP.]
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Looking out (or in) - from Wendy Fletcher

One idea | have used successfully with primary children is to take digital photos of
the students individually from behind and then get them to cut themselves out and
glue onto a window they have drawn, either free hand or in a drawing package.
They draw and colour the window so that either they are looking out into a
Christmassy street or looking into a family Christmas etc.

Another one | quite like for older children is to share Dickens@Christmas Carol,
then using Comic Life (which you can download from http://plasq.com/comiclife/ as
free 30 day trial) get children to use photos - either their own or legally
downloaded - and speech/thought bubbles to illustrate their own Christmas past/
present and future.

Snowflakes -

from Geoff Turrell

Apart from the obvious maths links, these are fun too. They are all snowflake
creators. The first lets you cut out your virtual snowflake, but it then posts it
globally so people all over the world can see it gently falling across a snowy
landscape http://www.popularfront.com/snowdays/

The second creates an interesting kaleidoscope effect
http://www.zefrank.com/snowflake/

The third combines the maths bit with some English... it creates snowflakes out of
words http://www.neoformix.com/Projects/TextFlake/index.html

Websites for Christmas _ Jim Merrett

With Christmas approaching itOs worth turning to the internet for ideas of craft
activities, games and other resources to help your class enjoy the festive period.

A to Z Teacherstuff

http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/Printables/Christmas/
This is a straightforward US site with a selection of free colouring pages featuring
an angel, candle, crossword, word-search and seasonal activities.

All Things Christmas

http://www.allthingschristmas.com/

A well-organised Christmas site with a wide selection of useful resources
conveniently organised by theme including social events such as traditions,
decorations and miscellaneous. A selection of videos can be found under the latter
heading and itOs well worth letting the children see the amazing display of
Christmas lights from a group of houses in Canada that combined to create a
clever web controlled display.

Child Fun
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http://www.childfun.com/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=192

In additional to some interesting art activities, this site also has suggestions for
cooking and information about how Christmas is celebrated in various countries
around the world.
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Follow me to
Bethlehem!

EditorOs Note

The b&w illustrations
throughout the magazine
are available from the
festivals: Christmas icons
collection in the Pictopus
gallery. They can be
coloured using any paint
package.

It’s fun to
build
snowmen
like me!
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Colouring Book Fun

http://coloringbookfun.com/christmas/index.htm

A great selection of colouring pages can be found here covering a wide variety of
Christmas themes such as angels, holly, candles, gifts, Christmas trees, a wreath,
chimney and more.

Enchanted Learning

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/christmas/

This well-illustrated site provides a selection of Christmas trees to make along with
other ornaments and ideas for making Christmas cards. The colourful ideas are all
carefully described with step-by-step instructions and details of the resources
required.

Free Kids Crafts

http://www.freekidscrafts.com/christmas_crafts-t37.html

An American site with a useful selection of simple craft ideas for Christmas
decorations and other seasonal art and craft activities such as snowflakes,
crackers, stars and an attractive Mrs Claus banner that can be made from beads.
Basic instructions are provided along with the colourful illustrations but follow the
OprintablesO linkrfmore detailed plans.

Primary Resources

WWW.primaryresources.co.uk

You probably know about this popular site already as it is a rich source of
curriculum resources. However, in addition to the subject heading, there is also a
topic heading. If you select that, then OChristmas ActivitiesO, youll come across a
fantastic selection of teacher-produced ideas to liven up your lessons, including
presentations, worksheets and much more. The content covers word-searches,
quizzes, co-ordinates, word problems, comprehension, an Advent calendar
template (see the article above), poetry template, Christmas card ideas, play
scripts and Christmas tree fractions.

Santa Lady

http://www.santalady.com/xmasgames.html 3
The emphasis of this site is on games, many of which are ideal for childrenOs
Christmas parties.

Teaching ldeas

www.teachingideas.co.uk

Another site with plenty of high quality free resources, Teaching Ideas can offer a
poetry writing idea, a set of Christmas worksheets, a Christmas Tree making idea,
a Nativity wordsearch and a PDF file that provides details of the journey of Mary &
Joseph to Bethlehem on which basic information is provided with space for pupils
to answer questions. To find these resources, select OMoreQ frothe subject
headings menu, then OSeasonalO.

Mei
cwismsst The Twelve Days of Christmas

http://www.12days.com/

Christmas carols, games, colouring pictures, stories and craft ideas can all be
found on this animated site. The carols and songs feature the words and midi
music files so that children can sing along. This is one of several sites that provide
an opportunity to send an email to Santa but itOs probably best to treat such
opportunities with caution in case children end up with their email addresses on
advertisersO listsThe home page also features a countdown of days until
Christmas.
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Topmarks

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Christianity/nativity/index.htm
A wonderful and colourful presentation of the Nativity can be found here - ideal for
use on the interactive whiteboard.

Happy Christmas! bfrom Karen Laggan

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS

The first is a problem solving activity that | have used in maths. The baubles have
to be placed in the grid so that no more than 3 are in any line horizontally,

vertically or diagonally. The children really enjoy rearranging the Christmas
baubles and it's great to see the skills they use in order to solve it! | am often
surprised by which children can solve it; it is not always those who enjoy doing
pages of calculations!

http://www.transum.org/Software/SW/Starter_of the day/starter December11.ASP

This second site is a bit of fun. | usually use this just before the children break up
for Christmas. | type in 'Happy Christmas 3L' then click 'submit" and watch what
happens! The children love it. http://www.star28.net/snow.html

Happy Christmas ictopus and to all subscribers.

Christmas Messages Newspaper - from Sarah Carpenter

How about creating a Christmas Messages Newspaper? Ask children or parents
to write Christmas messages to members of the school community and put into a
post-box. A group of children can then take responsibility for word-processing
these messages and editing them to create a Christmas Messages publication.
Good practice for word-processing skills and adding clipart to text (Christmas
clipart). The publication can then be available for all to take home.

Decorate a Photograph - from Tracy Booth

Christmas pudding. YUMMY!

A great Christmas activity that all my Year 2 children love is decorating digital
photographs of themselves (or friends with permission). Allow the children to take
photos of each other and upload them to the computers. Open them in a paint
program and decorate them to turn them into Christmas characters such as Santa
or an elf or perhaps just add lots of stars and holly. The spray can makes a brilliant
Santa's beard!

OR

Email Santa, there are many sites for this available on the net but my suggestion
is that you could ask your email provider to make a new account called
Santa@................ which can be accessed by staff within school. Respond to a
whole class in one email, replying to various questions and comments. My kids
love this and it gives them a real purpose for writing.
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Christmas ideas for KS1 - from Dorothy Wood

Last year | shared a few Christmas ideas; colouring in Christmas shapes with a
simple art package, word processing Christmas greetings and a letter to Santa
(see SGP14).

Another simple idea is to allow children to take some digital photos of Christmas
images and then drop these into moviemaker or a Photo Story and add simple
captions. This could run on a projector before or during a Christmas play.

We also write letters to Santa or make invitations using 2Simple Infant Video
Toolkit - 2Publish. In this package you can make a simple drawing turn into a
lovely border and then type a simple message.

Make your own PowerPoint of the Christmas story. Draw pictures and scan into
PowerPoint then write captions with the children and let them choose the colours.

If you have a blank BeeBot mat you could attach Christmas themed photos under
it and take your BeeBot on a Christmas journey round to all the images

Good free resources online are available from
http://www.widgit.com/resources/classroom/christmas/index.htm

Practise mouse skills and arrange a nativity scene
http://akidsheart.com/holidays/christms/nativity.htm

Christmas story from RE online
http://www.refuel.org.uk/curric/infant_topics/christmas/christmas.swf

Another favourite of ours is http://www.northpole.com/

Christmas ideas for KS2 - from Dee Chamberlain

Looking on the internet for some good Christmas activities for my KS2 class, |
came across the following sites which are well worth a look

7 Hello everyone

Twelve Days of Christmas

The first offering from bgfl is a rather novel idea based on the 12 Days of
Christmas.

http://www.bgfl.org/bgfl/custom/resources_ftp/client ftp/ks2/other/xmas/#

O... a set of carefully chosen web links which illustrate (or very loosely interpret) the
infamous Christmas song of the same name.O

Search for Santa

— Naace has a few activities and even three different big

book versions of the nativity but why not combine ICT,

! A MFL and Christmas with the OSearch for SantaO activity.
Il s'appelie Algot, i This is a searchable database that allows children to
Il a de grendes learn a little about data handling in the context of a

moustaches seasonal fun activity. The English version is suitable for
KS1 pupils and the MFL versions suitable for KS2.

http://primary.naace.co.uk/ChristmasCrackers/index.htm

Il porte des bottes
Il porte un bonnet avec

pompon L )
Il porte son sac & I'épaule [EditorOs Note - The Naace Christmas Crackers were
gauche developed by the ictopus team.]

Il a un bouten
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British Council

The British Council have a variety of activities and although intended for children
with English as a second language it is well worth a look.

There are stories to Oread and listen@hristmas topic words to print out, Christmas
craft ideas, a quiz for children to find out about winter festivals across the world.
http://www.britishcouncil.org/kids-topics-christmas.htm

Northumberland NGfL

And if you haven®visited the Northumberland NGfL site yet then this is a must:
http://ngfl.northumberland.gov.uk/christmas/

This page gives you links to various Christmas activities, which should get you
inspired! Below are some tasters for you.

Perhaps an Advent calendar
http://ngfl.northumberland.gov.uk/christmas/advent07/adventcalendar2007.html
Or this one which has links to activities behind some of the doors...
http://ngfl.northumberland.gov.uk/christmas/advent%20calendar/advent.html
Or perhaps one for those MFL lessons with carols sung in French!!
http://www.csdraveurs.gc.ca/musigue/noel/calendrier2006a.html

Maybe you need clipart for a the Nativity Scene (eg Melchior shown here)
http://ngfl.northumberland.gov.uk/christmas/nativityalboum/index.htm

Or if you are looking for more general Christmas clipart (see tree below)
http://ngfl.northumberland.gov.uk/christmas/christmasindex.htm

Write a Christmas story - from Rachael Powley

| am a student studying for a degree in Early Childhood Studies. This time last
year | made a multi-modal presentation as part of my Learning and Technology
Module. | decided to write ‘A Christmas Story' about a dog, named Dexter, who
has a rather eventful Christmas Eve as he accidentally sees Father Christmas
during the night. | created this story thinking that it would be a nice alternative to
the norm. It also proved successful for calming the children before they performed
their Christmas play. | have, since then, created presentations, which are mostly
child led. This | feel is a great idea for Christmas. The presentation can be about
anything. It can be a fictional story or it can be an informative presentation that
explains the true meaning of Christmas. It can even be a collection of pictures and
sound clips from their Christmas play, this could then be uploaded to the school®
VLE and the children can access this throughout the Christmas holidays!

And finally two quick suggestions - f rom Ingrid Hyde

Adapt Simon HaughtonOs idea from SGP33 for making a lamp switch on and off to
be a Christmas tree with different coloured lights that switch on and off. The tree is
part of the background and lights are sprites.

Design a Christmas tree in Colourmagic. Make a large stamp of the tree. Open a
new Colourmagic file. Stamp a line of large trees at the bottom. Make a medium
size stamp of the tree. Stamp across the middle behind the large trees. Finally
make a small stamp of the tree and stamp across the top of the page. The final
picture gives a sense of perspective. The design can be imported into Publisher
and made into a card.

Many, many thanks to all contributors
Happy Christmas to everyone from ictopus !
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